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A healthy Lake Mulwala: controlling the alien waterweed Egeria
Beautiful Lake Mulwala — people love it for its environment and recreation opportunities.  
But for more than 15 years, the lake has been infested by an alien waterweed: Egeria densa.

The unwanted invader

This large aquatic weed, Egeria densa (Egeria) 
spreads very quickly over the lake bed and can 
grow to 3–4 metres in length. Once it covers a large 
area, boats, skis and fishing lines can get tangled 
up in it. As it takes over, it can also kill off native 
water plants which are important for fish. At Lake 
Mulwala, Egeria is managed to reduce its impact on 
local houses and tourist amenities. This allows people 
to enjoy their water recreation sports, and provides a 
healthy habitat for our native fish.

How does lowering the lake help?

Have you seen water being let out of the lake 
through the weir? This is how Egeria is managed. Like 
most weeds, Egeria can’t be killed off completely. 
(It can grow back from any bits broken off!) But it 
can be managed so it doesn’t take over. Egeria can’t 
handle being exposed to the air and drying out. By 
letting water out of the weir and lowering the water 
level in the lake, Egeria is exposed to the elements. 
Having a full lake in the warmer months is important 

Yarrawonga weir controls the water level in Lake Mulwala, and provides water for farming and downstream uses. Photo: Michael Bell.

for locals, tourists and farmers; so the water level is 
lowered in winter (when needed) when fewer people 
are using the lake for sport and irrigation. Winter is also 
a great time to do this, because the colder weather and 
frosts help kill the weed. 

Scientists survey every autumn so we know how fast 
Egeria is growing back, and when to lower the water in 
the lake (it’s not every year). When this action is planned; 
residents, businesses and farmers are advised as early as 
possible. Water managers also coordinate any required 
maintenance work around the weir and lake perimeter 
around the timing of lowered lake levels. This maximises 
the value of having taken this management action.

This work is done by Goulburn-Murray Water (GMW) and 
the Murray–Darling Basin Authority (MDBA). The Lake 
Mulwala Community Reference Group keeps an eye on 
things. Research continues into the best possible ways 
to manage Egeria and water drawdowns. To learn more, 
check out the following pages:  
www.mdba.gov.au 
http://lakemulwala.org.au/management/community-
reference-group.aspx
http://www.g-mwater.com.au/.
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Game area

To understand this better, or just have a bit of fun, try managing Egeria yourself: turn the page and 
download the free ‘Waterweed Wipeout’ app.


