Namoi region
Overview
	The Namoi River is 700 km long
and the Namoi region covers
4% of the Murray–Darling Basin,
contributing 3.2% to the flow of
the Murray–Darling system.
	About 60% of the water used
in the Namoi catchment is
surface water, but, in dry years,
groundwater may account for up
to 75% of the water used.
	Twenty-eight threatened plant
species, 66 threatened fauna
species and several threatened
native fish species live in the
region.

Image: Narrabri Creek at Narrabri, New South Wales

	The Namoi and Peel River
catchments are within the
traditional lands of the Gomeroi/
Kamilaroi First Nations People.
	Dams were built in the region in
the 1960s to secure water for
Tamworth and allow irrigation. As
a result, cotton production was
quickly established on the western
plains.
	Coal has been mined in the region
since it was discovered in the
1870s.
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	Tamworth is located on the Peel River and
is the largest urban centre in the region
with a population of 42,000.
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	Cattle and sheep grazing are the main
land uses. Grain, cereal, oilseed, and
legume crops are grown under irrigation in
rotation with cotton. Irrigation contributes
Warren
significantly to the economy, despite only
occupying about 3% of the region.

	
Rainfall averages 800–1,000 mm
decreasing to around 400 mm.
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The iconic Australian landscape of the
Pilliga Scrub is the largest dry forest
of its type (semi-arid woodland),
west of the Great Dividing Range in
New South Wales.
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The southern purple spotted gudgeon (Mogurnda adspersa)
is an ambush predator that consumes insect larvae, worms
and tadpoles. Like many fish, it plays a role in helping
to keep insects at a sustainable level and is also prey for
larger fish and birds. It prefers slower flowing, deeper
habitats and is found in creeks, rivers, wetlands, and
billabongs. The male southern purple spotted gudgeon has Dubbo
an elaborate courtship display. Pairing occurs in summer,
Narromine
with females capable of spawning several times.
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Narrabri is the many small lagoons,
wetlands, and anabranches, as well as
extensive areas of floodplain woodlands
and high-level flood runners.
	
The Peel River has a catchment area of
around 4,700 km2 and contributes an
average annual volume of approximately
280,000 ML to the Namoi River.
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Keepit Dam, on the Namoi River just
upstream of Gunnedah, was completed
in 1960 as a major irrigation storage
(426 GL). The dam is the designated
water supply for Walgett, more than
300 km downstream and provides
for flood mitigation in the valley.
It generates hydropower through a
6-megawatt station.

Who does what in the Namoi region?
North West Local Land Service 1300 795 299
 elivers services to improve primary
d
production and assists rural and regional
communities to be profitable and sustainable.
New South Wales Government 13 77 88

Murray–Darling Basin Authority
 repares, implements, monitors and reviews the
p
integrated plan for the sustainable use of the
Basin’s water resources
	operates the River Murray system and delivers
water to users on behalf of partner governments

	allocates water to entitlement holders,
coordinates delivery of water for the
environment

	researches and monitors the quality and quantity
of Basin water resources and the condition of its
associated rivers, wetlands and floodplains

	develops and implements water
resource plans

	creates and shares information about the Basin’s
water resources and dependent ecosystems.

WaterNSW 1300 662 077
	operates and maintains dams and weirs to

enhance water supply and security.
Natural Resources Access Regulator 1800 633 362
	
responsible for compliance and enforcement of
water management legislation in New South Wales.

New South Wales Department of Primary Industries
Fisheries 1300 550 474
	
oversees the management of fisheries including
compliance, threatened species and habitat
management.

New South Wales Department of Planning and
Environment (DPE) 1300 361 967
	manages allocated water for the environment,
including adaptive environmental water licences
held by the New South Wales Government
	DPE Water determines the volume of water
available for allocation to towns, water users
and the environment each year.

Inspector-General of Water Compliance (IGWC)
igwc@agriculture.gov.au
 nforces compliance with the Basin Plan water
e
trading rules
	monitors and audits water resource plan
compliance
	IGWC offices are located in Goondiwindi (Qld),
Narromine (NSW), Albury (NSW), Loxton (SA), and
Mildura (Vic).

Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder
(02) 6274 1111
	manages the Australian Government’s water
entitlements and allocations of water for the
environment.

Australian Government Department of Climate Change,
Energy, the Environment and Water 1800 803 772
	responsible for efficiency programs and
collaborating with Basin states.

Local connection

Office locations – First Nations Country

your nearest MDBA office is Goondiwindi
1/72 Callandoon Street, Queensland 4390

Adelaide – Kaurna Country | Canberra – Ngunnawal Country
Goondiwindi – Bigambul Country | Griffith – Wiradjuri Country
Mildura – Latji Latji Country | Murray Bridge – Ngarrindjeri Country
Toowoomba – Jarowair and Wakka Wakka Country
Wodonga – Dhudhuroa Country

we also have an office in Toowoomba
123 Margaret Street, Queensland 4350

1800 230 067

engagement@mdba.gov.au
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